TUMBLING   IN   THE   HAY
" They might ask you ' What's Space ?' "
"Easy enough. Couldn't you tell them it was
Nothing ?"
" But then they would ask you what was Nothing."
" Easy enough," said Mr. Golly. " You could tell
them it was a bung-hole without a barrel." He gave
a laugh and kicked an imaginary cork. " Have they
any way of telling your fortune ?" He inquired
seriously, wondering if he could put astronomy to
any use, have his horoscope read, and " all that sort
of a thing."
" We are supposed not to be ignorant of any science
on the earth. I was warned by Parker that the Rev.
Mr. Roberts once asked a fellow in the B.A. examina-
tion in Astronomy, * What are the co-seismic lines ?'
and then to explain what earthly influence lead to the
formation of the Giant's Causeway."
Mr. Golly was greatly impressed. Two more
students arrived. Five was an audience he could not
resist. Realising that geology was outside all our
subjects, he adopted it. He stood up for the Giant's
Causeway. He took it to himself.
" Isn't it one of the Wonders of the World, any-
way ?" he asked indignantly. " And what more do
they want ?"
" It's the forces that led to its strange formation he
was after when he asked the question," I explained.
" Why is it formed of hexagons of basalt ? How
were they shaped with six sides, as if they were put
in a mould and set all together, even the ones that are
nearly round with hardly a space between them ?"
^ " Look it here now," said Mr. Golly. He turned
his back on us for a moment, and then faced us,
holding a little pewter tea measure. " Look it here.
This should be round but it isn't. It's dinged. You
might think that it was done on purpose. It has five
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